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Certificates of Freedom and Tax Collector Notes 



Loudoun County “Register of Free Negroes, 1844-1861,” page 160 (159) 

Proving Free Status 



Fragments of Lives 

Betsy Rust formerly Betsy Cross & Jno 
Thomas Rust & Lydia E. Rust children of the 
said Betsy Rust proved to be free born by the 
oath of Isaac Eatom 

 Certificate of Freedom, Misc. Papers 1850.13 





Certificate  
of Freedom 
Misc. Papers 

1808.01 

I hereby Certify that I was acquainted with Betsey 
Nighting, and have sufficient reason to believe she 
was a free woman, and also I have the same reason 
to believe Betsey Gowing, wife of Peyton Gowing, 
formerly Betsey Nighting, is the Daughter of Betsey 
Nighting…and was both of them free Borne… 

Solomon Littleton, March 15, 1822 



Reputation in the Neighborhood 

Certificate  
of Freedom 
Misc. Papers  

1808.01 

Betsey Knighting 
...I have always understood that she is the daughter of 
a free woman, and have no doubt that she is by birth 
entitled to her freedom… 

Armistead T.  
Mason 



Affidavit of Susannah Massey, 
Misc. Papers 1807.02 

…that she has known 
Milly Butler (a Black 
Girl) from her Infancy, 
who is about Twenty five 
years of Age, of a 
Middling Size, and 
something pitted with the 
Small Pox, and that she 
knows she was Born free, 
in the Town of 
Colchester, and she 
further swears that she 
was well Acquainted with 
her Mother, and Grand 
Mother, and that they 
were both Free people. 



1851 “List of Free Negroes over 12 years of age in the District of 
John Weadon Comm’r Revenue” Misc. Papers 1851.01, page 5  

Milly Butler, age 80 years, “Too Old to work” 



    Age  Gender 

   Occupation Residence 

   Emancipation history 

   Family Relationships 



Jonah Tavenner, “List of Free Negroes above 12 Years 
of Age required to be Listed by Me According to Law,” 
2nd District, page 2. Misc. Papers 1857.02 

Ellen King [age 25]…sold out of the est[ate] of 
Joshua Hoge to Bruin & Purchased of him by 
her Husband who is a Slave of S M Janney 



Court Records as Texts of Trauma 



Culpeper, Virginia, Stacking Wheat. September 26, 1863. Library of Congress 

Working Lives 



List of Free Negroes over 12 Years of Age 
in the District of John Weaden Comm’r 

Revenue for the Year 1851 



Tracking Employment and Industry 

1851 “List of Free Negroes 
over 12 years of age in the 
District of John Weadon, 
Comm’r Revenue”  
Document 1851.01  



1851 “List of Free Negroes over 12 years of age in the District of John 
Weadon Comm’r Revenue” Misc. Papers 1851.01  

Tracking Employment and Industry 



Age, Employment, and Industry 

List of Free Negroes over the Age of 12 years, Specifying their Names, Ages, 
Trades, or Occupations in the District of Geo. K. Fox Commissioner of the 
Revenue for the year 1851 (Misc. Papers, 1851.02) 

1851 “List of Free Negroes over 12 years of age in the District of John 
Weadon Comm’r Revenue” (Misc. Papers, 1851.01)  





Stories of Perseverance and Courage 



A Collection of All Such Acts of the General Assembly 
of Virginia of a Public and Permanent Nature as have 
been Passed since the Session of 1801, Vol. II, Richmond: 
Printed by Samuel Pleasants, Jr., 1808, page 97. 



A Collection of All Such Acts of the General Assembly 
of Virginia of a Public and Permanent Nature as have 
been Passed since the Session of 1801, Vol. II, Richmond: 
Printed by Samuel Pleasants, Jr., 1808, page 97. 

…he or she shall forfeit all such right, 
and may be apprehended and sold…  



1858 March 8: 
Indictment and 
summons to answer 
 

Criminal Papers 

FB1858-21 



…remaining in the State of Virginia without 
lawful permission, against the peace and dignity 
of the Commonwealth… 

Criminal Papers 

FB1858-21 



On the motion of George Turner a free negro, 
it is ordered that the Justices of this county be 
summoned to attend the next June term of this 
court, for the purpose of considering the 
question of permitting said free negro George 
Turner to remain in this state and reside in this 
county. 

Misc. Papers 

FB1858-18 



Notice is hereby given that I 
shall apply to the county 
court of Loudon…for 
permission to be granted to 
George Henry Turner, a free 
man of color to remain in the 
state of Virginia and reside in 
said county of Loudoun… 

Loudoun County 

Courthouse 1815 

Free Black Criminal Papers 

FB1858-21 



…are acquainted with George Henry Turner, a 
free man of colour, and that from his industry, 
sobriety, honest and general good character, 
they consider him a useful member of the 
community in which he lives… 

Free Black Criminal Papers 

FB1858-21 



…respectfully represent to your worships that 
this s[ai]d negroe is in their opinion unworthy of 
having this privalege (sic) granted to him & 
therefore ask that you will reject his 
application…” 

Free Black 

Criminal Papers 

FB1858-21 



1858 March 8:       
  Indictment and  
  summons to answer 
 

1858 petition denied 
 

1858 Aug. 10:  
  Summons to appear  
  at November court 
 

1859 March 18:   
  continued to June 
 



…to shew if any thing for himself he hath or 
knows to say why the said Court should not 
then and there proceed to pronounce judgment 
against him according to law… 



1858 March 8:       
  Indictment and summons  

    to answer 
 

1858 petition denied 
 

1858 Aug. 10:  
  Summons to appear at  

    November court 
 

1859 March 18:   
  continued to June 
 

1859 May 28: 
  Called to appear  

   Not found 
 

1859 Nov. 17:  
  Nolle prosequi 



George H. Turner not found in my Bailiwick 
has removed to the State of Ohio as I am 
informed and believe 
 

Jonah Tavenner, DS [Deputy Sheriff] 
for D. Hixson 

Free Black Criminal 

Papers FB1858-21 

Summons, dated May 28, 1859, for George 
Henry Turner to appear in court on June 1, 1859 
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